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CHAP. I. 
INTRODUCTION. 



riwcere nad ilfvaul amiiiigst thepeoplK calM. ijethodhti. 

Deah Frtends. 

Having been induced to leave your 
Society, from motives which, I will endeavour to explain, 
and being now precluded the opportunity I once had of 
making known to you the sentiments and feelingi of my 
heart, upon subjects of the highest importaace, I take 
the liberty of addressing you in thia manner, for the 
purpose of laying before you some of tboae things which 
are the result of my private reflections, and the secret 
convictions of my mind, and which must constitute my 
apology for tiie step I have taken. 

When I consider the number of years spent in your 
Community — the friendly intimacy enjoyed with some 
of you — and, more than all, that my religious experience 
commenced whilst I was amongst you — I cannot but 
feel a warm attachment to you — an attachment which 
I believe will endure to the end of my days. 

In early life my views were associated with yours, 
and [ think I can truly say that you have been to n 



in kindness, as my kindred, my friends, and my home ; 
and, in that light, I believe I shall always look back to 
you, as an emigrant looks towards the land of his nati- 
vity, with feelings of aflfectionate regard. 

I verily believe that many amongst the Methodists 
have, under divine influence, been zealous and active in 
promoting good works ; and when I look to the rise, at 
the rapid progress, and great extension of Methodism ; 
at the change in the moral conduct, and growth of re- 
ligious experience apparently manifested in a vast num- 
ber of the poor and middle classes of society, I am 
ready to conclude that they were a people brought forth 
by the power of God. Again, when I contemplate the 
chief instrument made use of in its formation — his 
strictly moral conduct and indefatigable labours, as he 
went forth without any preconcerted plan, led by a way 
which he knew not — his naturally strong prejudices often 
brought dowiJv and his will subdued by the Spirit of 
power, demonstrations of which seemed to accompany 
him in his work : — when I contemplate these things, I 
am ready to say. Surely he was at times moved by the 
divine influence. And I do believe that not only are 
individuals raised up from time to time for particular 
services in the Church, but that whole bodies are likewise 
called, in an especial degree, to bear certain testimonies 
to the world. Of the former, John Wesley may be con- 
sidered an instance. His character and works are be- 
fore the public ; from which we may infer that he 
appears to have had but one leading object in view, 
which he pursued to the end of his life ; and according 



to his own declaration that object was to revive the 

religion of the Bible.* And with regard to the people 
called "Methodiets," I believe ihey have, in a mea- 
sure, bome/aithful leslimony to the experimental religion 
of the heart. The first preachers, eqiecially, were 
plain meo, frequently taught of God ; and such as 
were converted ihemselvca, could say to tlie people, 
"That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
you:"' and whilst their ministry was kept under the 
influence and guidance of tlie Holy Spirit, it pro- 
duced a living effect upon the hearers. But a dead 
ministry — that whifh is unaccompanied by the power 
and quickening influence of the Spirit — whatever be the 
form, can never reach the heart, nor convert the soul. 
1 am. however, willing to believe that, in many instances, 
the preaching of the Methodists has really, by the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, reached the heart, and converted the 
soul; and therefore it has, on those occasions, been 
under Divine Influence. 

That the Methodists have been instrumental in the 
revival of religion, not only in this nation but also in 
America aud other parts, must be admitted by all 
seriously thinking persons. They held up, as a leading 
doctrine, " The knowledge of salvation by the remitsion 
of sins,"' and the sound of this hath rapidly spread, 
especially through Great Britain ; for there is scarcely 
a town or village wherein this doctrine has not been 
taught. To many it appeared new, and at first met 
pwith no little opposition: but though the truly qualified 
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's of it were dcspiaed by s 
others, yet they were made eminently useful in atitring 
iny of the clergy and dissenting preachers to a 
I zealous iittention to religion ; and tliue there v 
(viva! of truth in the land. After this people had I 
Hifiered awhile, they were established as a religious j 
Society, in the face of their enemies ; and 1 do bdieve j 
that they have, in some measure, home the true marltB J 
of the visible Church of God, and of having been a 1 
eople truly visited of the Lord. 



As already alluded to, my spiritual eye was tirst opened 
rbilst I was in connexion with you ; and I may further 
Id, that I frequently felt refreshed and edified in many 
S)f your meetings, and the remembrance of some of my 
outward engagements whilst amongst you is, at thia 
moment, very satisfactory and pleaeant to my feelingB; 
for far be it from me to discourage or undervalue public 
exertions for the benefit of .our fellow creatures, when 
they are undertalien from a right sense of religious 
'duty, and can truly be called the labours of love. 

I have for a considerable time felt, in an especial 
a strong drawing in my mind towards you, my 
beloved friends and old companions ; and as some of 
you, in our occasional intercourse, have asked me why 
I left your Society, it is but reasonable that I should 
sith your request. 




REASONS FOR LEAVING THE METHODISTS. 



If then, what I have already stated be still the senti- 
ments and feelings of my heart, a question will naturally 
urise. What could have induced me to forsake all my 
old friends, and to withdraw from their Society ? I 
answer. It was not for tvant of an afiectionate attach- 
ment to them, as a religious bodv, not- from any quarrel 
with anv individual member; but I was induced to take 
this step, becawe I had found a more exceUent way — a 
way anciently cast up as " an high way," and so simple 
and plain, that " the wayfari:ng men though fools shall 
not err therein."' Yet this way had been overlooked 
by me, and that too. on account of its small appearance. 
This way became to me " a new and living way i"' and 
although it was the way of death to all my former no- 
tional religion, yet did it become the way of true spi- 
ritual health and peace, such as I had never felt the 
equal thereto, in any former wav. 

And now, my dear friends, show 1 unto you this more 
escellenl way, this new and living way, this way in 
which the ancient prophets walked, and more especially 

I) IralHbiiiv, 8. IJ) He)ji«wii. W. 



in which the primitive Christians trod. This way 
TUB LIGHT WITHIN i' that whlch iDBketh manifest : 
the secret of the heart what is wrong, and also what 
right; that which cooTinceth of sin, of rightcousnes 
and of judgment' ; — the inward Reprover — the inward 
■Comforter'— rthe True Light, which enlighteneth every 
man that cometh into the world' — the Light of the' 

But some may be ready to eay, — This is no new way, 
but that which was from the beginning. I grant it. 
For althongh, in reference to former dispensations, it ia 
called a "new and living way;" and, compared with 
my former esperience, I have found it so to myself; yet 
we are assured it ia that which was from the beginning ; 
as it is written, " In tlie beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was willi God, and the Word was God. The 
same vraa in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by Him: and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made. In Him was life, and Ike life leu' 
the light of men. And the light ahineth in darkness; and 
the darkneEs comprehended it not."" 

It appears, therefore, that the spirit and principle rf 
true religion has, in all ages, and under every dispeiiBa- 
tion, remained the same. And with this view agrees 
the following declaration of the Apostle: "Moreover,. 
brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, hoir 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea ; and wore all baptized unto Moses in> 
_ the cloud and in the sea : and did all eat the same epi- 



ritual meat ; and did aU drink the same spirituai drink : 

for they di'ankof that spiritual Rock that followed them; 
and that Rock was Christ,"' Therefore hath Christ, 
from the beginning', been the hght and life of men; 
althougph, under former dispensationg, this Light has 
shincd in darknesa, and the darkoeaa comprehended it 
not ; hut in these last days it is more fully revealed by 
the Gospel. 

Jt was this Divine Light which enabled Samuel to 
distinguish Saul among tlie people,' and David among 
the sons of Jesse.' It was this Inward Principle also 
which Elijah called tAe still small voice, ' and by which 
Eliaha detected the coTetousness of Gehazi." It wa^ 
this which showed Job bia TileneBS/' and mith which 
David communed in tlillnesg.' Tbis constituted the u'l's- 
dom of Solomon." and the principal theme oi the prophet 
laaiah. ' It was this which Peter called the ' ' more sure 
word of prophecy ," ' " and James " the ingrafted word." ' ' 
This it was to which John, in all hla writings, bore such 
ample testimony, and which Paal called " the grace of 
God,"" or •' the word of hig grace;"' ' — that by which 
holy men of old wrote and spoke : ' • — in short, it is 
■' Chiiat in you the hope of glory,"" " The Minister 
of the Sanctuary," ' " This is the foundation of the 
Churcb, ' ' and that by which the Church is built up. ' ■ 
It has, in all ages, heen the companion of the pious,' ' 
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1 of the aatembliea of the faiti 
if you can believe my testimony, it has also been the 
cavse of the poor insignificant creature who is now ad- 
dressing you, withdrawing from your Society. 

This light laithin is a divine principle, distinct from tht 
gift of reason, or the natural understanding ; it ie the 
special gift of God, tbrough Jesus Christ, as promised 
by him to his disciples, when he said unto them : " If 
ye love me keep my commandments, and I will pruy the 
Father, and he shall give jou another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of 
truth ; whom the world cannot receive, because it eeeth. 
him not, neither knoweth him : but ye know him ; for 
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."' 

And now I will tell you what this Divine Principle 
revealed in me. It shoieed me, that all I had been build- 
ing for twenty years past must come to tlie groand, &nd 
that 1 must begin again, and build on a foundation 
different from that on which I had before built; and 
build too with materials of a more durable nature, such 
as would ataad the test of a fiery trial, ' For thereby I 
was given to see that my former building had been 
founded on notions and opinions, and not on Christ, the 
light within : and that the materials of which it had 
been constructed, were the commandments of men, instead 
of the teachings of that living Word — the Word of His 
grace. It showed me also, that whilst I had been baey- 
ing myself with tlie concerns of others, and that too 
without either proper qualifications or requirements, 
ny own had been neglected ; that whilst I had been 

HI ISBJBh xxTtU. 9. m lota xiv. IS, 16, 17, 13) I Cor, iU. 13. 



labouring in the vineyard of the Lord (m called,) my 
own proper inheritance, the vineyard of my own heart, 
hsd been suffered to lie waste and uncultivated ; and I 
found that saying of the apostle verified in my experi- 
ence, " Bodily exercise profiteth little."' 

Seeing, then, that after all my labour and toil, this 
TCBG still my deplorable state, 1 had now no time to 
spare to devote to the concerns of others ; my own re- 
(juiring, for awhile, the whole oE ray attention. For it 
appeared to me highly necessary, first to look at home, 
and see that ray own affairs were well regulated, before 
I gave assistance to my neighbour — for charity begins 
at home ; and that 1 onght to make the best use of the 
time that there might be yet remaining, as there had 
been already so much lost, or at best, but trified away. 
There was now no room for any more b-ifling. as the 
day was for spent and the night at band. I therefore 
put my hand to the plough, which had begun to brealc 
np afreEh the fallow-ground of my heart, and prepare it 
for the precious seed, that it might not be sown among 
thorns,-' nor become unfruitful in the stony ground, or 
by the way aide. 

This, as 1 before observed, ia the reason of my with- 
drawing from your Society — i«y giving a preference to 
the inward light, or inward teaching, before and above tdl 
other teaching .- yet by no means despising prophesying, 
or the true gospel ministry. And this is what makes 
the difference with rae now, from what 1 was when 
amongst you ; not that 1 was quite without religion, or 
^Hgithat my religion was different from what it is now, for 

^^^^ Oi I TllSEitliv iv. n. \2i Jiduiuili IF. 3. 
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sfl there is but one Lord, one Faith, uDe Baptism,' so 
there ie but one trae religion ; but, mine eyes not being 
properly or sufficiently anointed, I thea saw as throogh 
a glass darkly, and built oiuch on superficial and mis- 
taken viewa; but now a clearer manifeBlation of the 
Principle of divine Life and Light has mercifully been 
revealed in me, and which hath done more for me than 
all my former teachers, for it hath led me into great 
quietude of soul, and into a patient waiting for Chriet, 
wherein I have experimcu tally found my spiritual 
itrength to be renewed. 
I know it lias been said, ty eorae of you, that in being 
still and quiet, I was burying my tulent. [t doubtless 
Led strange to you, how a person could thus serve 
Creator. So would it ha.ve seemed to me a few 
years ago. 

Now that which prepared the way for this change in 
my rebgioue views, was outward tribulation, whidi 
shook to the foundation, my former religious profeesion ; 
and T think I can testity, that trials and afflictions, when 
patiently endured, have, noder the sanctifying inflaence 
of divine grace, a tendency to humble the soul, and to 
mortify pride and self-complacency. The loftineaa of 
man must, by some means, be brought down, and the 
haughtiness of man be made low,'' that the Lord alone 
:salted in the temple of the heart, O the depth. 
the wisdom and goodness of God ! what a dan- 
thing is this fleshly ease ! What need of con- 
lual watchfulness and prayer 1 O what a mercy it 
that the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 

(11 EpbesiuiEiVi a, (^) Juiabil.i;. 
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riches were not allowed completely tii choke tlie precioua 
seed! — but that the fire of God's jealousy was kindled 
against theae hindering things, and thus consumed them, 
ID order to make room for the seed of eteroftl life to take 
root downward, and bring forth fruit upward. What 
an awfal thing it is to be choked with the cares of the 
lEorld > and stiil more dreadful to he in this state, and 
not know it ! Sin is of a atupifying nature : and the 
greater the insensihility, the greaterthe danger. Thus 
it was with me once; so that, after all my former lahours 
and esercises, I had well nigh fallen asleep in the arms 
of the wicked one. But the judgments of God, which in 
roercy followed me, arouaed me out of ray lethargy ; and 
O the anguish and pain of mind I then passed through ! 
It wag about the time of these great tribulations, that 
a change took place in my religious profession. It was 
a stripping season. My outward concern? were very 
harassing, and 1 was driven to seek for support in re- 
ligion. I now began to feel more than ever, ray own 
weakness, and the insufficiency of all those outward 
raeans, in which I had been so much engaged, to give 
relief to my distressed soul. The pure light would 
indeed, at times, spring up in mv heart; though it was 
but transient. Iopenedraycas« toan old friend, who sym- 
pathized with me in my grief, and lent me some Friends' 
books to read : 1 saw imratidiately into the Principle 
as professed hy tliat body, of which before I had been 
ignorant ; ot rather, I had overlooked it. Indeed' I 
think I can say truly that, of all professing people, I 
had least acquaintance with the " Friends." I had never 
, iccn at any of their meetings, nor scarcely ever read or 
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-d anythiog of them ; so that 1 was quite ignorant 
a and their Principles. Indeed, 1 had been tc 
away with, and so much occupied by, that mtl- 
tcard working system, that I had scarcely time for calm 
reflection, or to examine the fonndatioQ od whirfi 1 
stood : but I WBG now brought to a pau^, and bad 
time to weigh and examine matters; and to judge for 
myself. I believed in the light within, and was p 
suaded it was the truth, and accordingly turned ti 
alone for direction and support. For I had akeadr 
proved the insufiiciency of all other means. My li^t 
now increased daily ; and I soon beg^n to sec the 
BhaliownesB of my former profession. I was ekovi» 
remaining depravity, and was surprised to find, that I 
had been striving so long to so little purpoBe; my heart 
was Btill like a cage of unclean birds. Tliere i 
therefore, a death unto self to he effected, before I oonM 
become inwardly and outwardly right. I found it Oft- 
low to cease from ray own works, which Iwd 

ly been feeding eelf, and to commune with my o 

iart and be still. 

And here let me observe that, by laying eo mtieh 
itrese upon the appearance of Chriiit in the heart, . 
would not be uiiderHtood, by any means, to undervalue 
the belief in the great importance of His coming in tin 
flesh. For I do believe in his outward appearance in 
Judea. That the Word or Son of God, in the fiil- 
neas of time, took flesh, descended and came of the 
of Abraham and David ; ' but was miraculonti^ 

mceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the virgin 



Mary.' That He fulfilled al! Hghleouaness ; = and 
through the offering of hie body once for all,' " put 
away sin;"' and "by whom we have now received 
the atonement !"' And further, He wae "declared 
to be the Son of God with power, according to die 
Spirit of holiness, by the resarrection from the dead."" 
"Who waa delivered for our offences, and raised again fcir 
our jngtification."' He ascended up on high, "led cap- 
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto men."" "And 
without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness; 
God was manifeet in the fleah, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on 
in the world, received up into glory."" 



On the 6th of 5th month, 1821, being the First day 
of the week, I went, for the first time, to the Friend?' 
Meeting. Here I felt my soul refreshed and encouraged, 
and was fully convinced of the excellency of silent wor- 
ship ; how admirably it is adapted for preparing the 
soul for the reception of divine light and life, which 
constitute the essence of true Spiritual worship. The 
testimony of one who spoke, very much suited my case : 
his opening words were — "The cries of the poor, and 
the sighings of the contrite, reach the ears of the 
Aimtghty. In all their sinkings down and lifting op, 
the Lord is the helper of the helpless." In the after- 
noon we had a silent meeting, but therein I felt divine 
peace flow in my heart, which left my mind under a 
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iveet calm. How insigaiHcant and unprofitable wooU 

lach a way of worship have appeared to me a few years 

wlien I was full of my own ways and worlctnga ! 

" the stone which the buildere rejected, the sameia 

become the head of the corner." ' 

The day after I had been at Friends' meeting, I 

I "Waited on the superintendent preacher, and returned 

[.my class-paper, and gave up my office as leader. 

' reluctant in admitting mv resignation, 

f used mauy arguments to turn me back, and came a^er 

*me to my house. He said the Quakers were refined 

Deists, that they denied the atonement, rejected the 

ordinances of baptism and the Lord's supper, and he 

IBOuld not see how it was possible for them to be saved. 
I replied, that I did not believe they denied the atone- | 
bent of Christ; and, with respect to the ordinances he I 
ud mentioned, 1 beljevctl if a person could obtain tins | 
pd witliout the use of those outward forms, they cc 
K>t be considered essential to salvation. He admitted 
that they were not absolutely necessary to salvation, and 
'■ afterwaids acknowledged that the Friends were a moral 
and spiritually minded people. But, said he, if all were 

Rbe BO quiet, what would become of the untaught muU 
;ude ?* We at last parled very friendly ; and as he 
as going out he said, " You may be right, and I niKf 
■ wrong." 
I had, after this, several interviews with many otherk 
my old acquaintance. And, on one of these occaidoiia^ J 
^^ met two leaders, one of whom reproached me forhav. 
ing " lun away from the Society wherein I had received 1 



nil toy good." I replied, " I am quite satisfied with 
the change I have made ; I have neither left my Master, 
nor takea a leep in the dark, but it has been in □bedi- 
eace to the light." This seemed to silence him who 
lirst addressed me. The other then turned round and 
said, '■ I will stand by him, it is we who are wrong, fur 
we are no better than Roman Catholics." 

After this I met with another old acquaintance, who, 
for a long time, had been suffering under a nervous 
affection, brought on by too much exertion, iu singing, 
praying, and other similar exercises. He was brought 
down so low, and so much debilitated in body and mind, 
as to he incapable of pursuing those exercisee any longer, 
or even of hearing sermons. Thus he was, in a mea- 
sure, brought to see and to feel his own weakness and 
helplessness in a spiritual sense. He acknowledged he 
had never yet met with any one that could reach his 
case, or afford him any help. I thought his state very 
much resembled what 1 had formerly passed through : 
and occasioned too by the very same cause. 

Behold the effects of this working system ! Many 
there are who injure their health, by doing that which, 
1 believe, God never required at their hands. And alas! 
few have erred more in this way than the writer of 
these remarks. These run before they are sent, and 
become busy-bodies, working in their own will and 
time. Such bodily exercise profiteth little ; but godli- 
ness, the inward principle, is profitable unto all things, 
even the health of the body aa well as that of the soul, 
'' having promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come,"' 
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I Irad, Rt first, some JoubU about giving up the a 
nances of bBptiam, and the supper ; but as I fonnd the I 
sobstance could be obtained without the use of thew | 
outward forms, my scruples soon gave way. 1 do ii 
eve, that the spiritual diapensatioo of tbe 
Christian religion, supersedes the neeessity of outward 
,riles and ceremonies. John was sent to baptize ; but in 
epealcing of the dispeiiBatiun he had received, in refer- 
to that of Christ's, Bays, " He must increaae, but i 
I must decrease."' And Paul said, " For Christ sent 
oae not to baptize, but to preach the gospel." = Tbtwe, 
therefore, who come to experience Christ's baptism, 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of iire, which purifiea 
the floor of the heart, and burns up the chaffy nature, . 
will not need the sprinkling of the face with water. ■ 
And with respect to the supper, Christ saith to everya 
believing soul, " Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: ■ 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I wUl 1 
■come in to him, and will sup with him, and he wilh me"' 
He therefore who receives Christ in the heart, and there 
Bups with him, will have no need to use the outward 
ai^ of bread and wine. And this agrees with the dy- 
ing testimony of a devout woman among the Methodiste. J 
who, being near her end, was asked by her husband, ' 
she should like the sacrament admiuistered unto her.J 
,e replied, ''What need? I have the substance within." 
I do believe, that all who diligently hearken to the 
inward Teacher, and follow his leadings and guidanee. , 
son learn, thai all types and ceremonies are /o *f 
may Willi , at the inward appearing of Christ, ikc 



I can truly say that my heart waa prepared for this 

great change in my religious profession. I was indeed 
filled, to surfeiting, with my owii ways ; and a great rest 
was to roy poor soul, when I saw into this more ex- 
cellent may, this inward work, this godlineaa which is 
profitable unto all things. For 1 had had enough of 
bodily exercise, which had profited me littJc, but on 
the contrary, had nearly destroyed both health of body 
and peace of mind. I owe it, therefore, to the cause of 
truth, to say, that this change has been a great blesBiag 
to me. If my testimony should be disbelieved, I cannot 
help it; I consider it ray dnty to make this declaration, 
without equivocation or reserve. 

And it is my sincere desire that iwth you aud I may be 
preserved in an humble watchful state of mind, wholly 
dependent upon the ever blessed Author and Finisher of 
our faith, until it shall please Him, whose we are and 
whom we ought to serve in all things, by death to re- 
move us from works to rewards ; unto whom alone be- 
long all the glory and the praise. 



^ reqnired b 
B and ordinances. 



I brought I 
EBtabliabed Chur 
attend to all its form, 

period of life, I was, in Bome measure, convinc 
evi] nature of sin, and at limes, brought to It 
thing of the terrors of a guilty conscience ; but I did ui 
fnll in with these gracious vieitatious until about the 
eighteenth year of my age, -when I began to feel, in a 
eepecial manner, the drawings of divine love ; 
about this period, there was frequently raised i 
heart, a desire to flee from the wrath to come. RetJgion 
then appeared to be the o»e thing needful, and I began 
to lead a new life, endeavouring to break off my sina 
by repentance ; striving particularly against a certais 
habit, which, at that time, was my easily besetting sin. 
I made maoy vows and resolutions, and attended fd 
s religious duties ; bat all these proved ineffectual i 
o sooner did temptation present itself, than I <fi 
U'ried away as by a torrent. 

I I continued for some time in this way, sinning a 
lepeDting; and was frequeDtty, through distress of mind. 



brought down very low -, for there were indeed many 
ci re am stances which tended to impress on my miad 
more strongly, my lost and nndone condition. I now 
liegan to converse moch with professors of various de- 
nominations, and to inquire diligently the right way. 
About this time I liecame acquainted with a Methodist, 
with whom i frequently conversed on the subject of 
religion. Al one of these seaaons, when speaking on 
the necessity of a change of heart, the foUowiDg passage 
of Scripture was quoted: — " Eseept a man be horn 
agaia, he cannot see the kingdom of God."' These 
words fastened on my~mjnd. and I wondered I had not 
noticed this passage before. I saw plainly I had not as 
yet experienced this change, and that it was this which 
I wanted to enable me to overcome sin. And when 1 
was told that a person might know assuredly that hie 
sins were forgiven him, I was quite surprised ; for I 
had not been accustomed to hear such experience held 
forth as attainable in this life. I therefore felt a deter- 
mination of mind, not to rest until I had obtained this 

1 now began to pray without the form of words : I 
earnestly besought God for this salvation. I began also 
to go to the Methodist- meetings ; and on the fourth of 
the First month 1802, I attended the evening preaching 
Ht Oldham Street Chapel. My mind had been under a 
serious impression the whole of the day ; and on my 
way to the cbapel, I felt a helief raised in my heart, 
that I should, that evening, obtain the blessing which X 
bad desired and sought. I felt something of shame on 



mg the chapel, and sat down on 
teeats I came to. But I had not been there long, before 
as covered witli a solemn av 
thing indescribable affecting ray heart; — a deepsenee oi 
guilt and condemnation rested on me. I cried to ihej 
Lord for mercy. He heard, and answered my prayer,'! 
Ail ray nneasiness was removed, and I felt peace anil ] 
joy spring up in roy heart. 1 paid bat little attention 
to the preacher, being inwardly engaged ; I therefore 
returned home, not with much knowledge of the aermon, 
but with the love of God shed abroad in my heart, ■ so 
that 1 could praise the Lord as on the hanks of deliver* ' 



I had not long trequented the class- meeting, before [ I 
became a member of the Methodist Society. 1 Daw< I 
attended their different rehgious mectiuga, and was soon 
entered on the plana as a prayer leader. But alas ! my j 

» experience was very shallow ; and being ignorant of the J 
devices of Satan, I was, through unwatclifulness, carriedV 
sway with a zeal which w&s not according to knowledge.^ 
Had I, instead of dejiending upon man, attended more n 
to that Divine Gift which firat opened and enUghtened 
my mind, discovering my lost state, and then com- 
forting me with an assurance of divine favour, / be- ■ 
Ueve I should have escaped much suffering, brought on meM 
by my own misconduct; some of which will beresAerl 
be detailed. For I must acknowledge, that daring a 
great part of the time I was connected with the MetUo-l 
dials, there had been much deviation from what is ri^t; 3 
he chief cause of this deviation, I believe wa; 



21 

foTlomiiig too much that oulKUrd sj/slem of religion, a-hich 
conaisletk chiefly in works carried on in the will of the 
creature, to the great neglect oj the voice of Wisdom, the 
internal Guide. And moreover I believe, that these 
sufferings were permitteU to s/iow me my own deficiencies. 

But having left the true Guide, and allowed myself to 
be too much led by men, my mind was brought into 
boodage to their ordinances ; and, in the forwardness 
of my stilt unrenewed heart, I ran before I was sent, 
exerdsing in prayer- meeting?, and speaking in band- 
rneelings ; and instead of keeping in lowline^ of 
mind, I was puffed up with spiritual pride, and became 
vain in my imagination, and my foolish heart was dark- 
ened. There was, in this state, no feeding in green 
pastures, by the still waters," whither the Good Shep- 
herd leads forth the lambs of his flock. No, my heart 
became comparable to ■' the heath in tbe desert, which 
seeth not when good cometh."-' 

la one of my dejected seasons, my aunt said to me, 
" Joseph, where are the fruits of all your love-feasts ? 
I do not see that your religion has made you a happier 
man than you were before yoa changed your profession. 
You have now been trying hard in your new way, for 
three years, but I believe you were a better man before 
than you are now." This was a home stroke at my high 
Pharisaical profession ; yet I was unable to make any 
reply to these plain and pointed reproofs, which were 
uttered iu a meek and gentle spirit ; for 1 was convinced 
that my gloomy and dejected appearance did not at all 
recommend my religion. My uncle also was, at times, 
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Titach concerned about tne ; for T was not so helpfiil 
I bim in his business, bs I formerly liad been. Indeed 

my religion seemed to disqualify me for bui 
(that I became rather a burden to him than otberwiK. 
e lieard him say, when some individuals were try- 
' ing to laugh me out of my notions, " He is pami 

through a cloud." And so I was; and a dark cli 

too ; for I had been labouring hard to make my; 

righteous, and got only gloom and sadness for my pains. 
My path, at this time, was through a durk ani dregry 

wilderness, in which I had little or no light. And 

I when the Lord was pleased, occasionally to revive hi 
work, his visitations were like " the morning clond, o 
early dew;"' they soon passed away. My religioq 
was indeed very shallow. 1 found I had still a lieart 
" deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked ;"' 
and knew not faow to look for that further work of saac 
tification, which I had so often read of, and heard trML 
the pulpit. Therefore, after strivingiu my own strengft^ 
and seeking for it in an outward way, without effect, )i 
at length settled down in this impure state, despairm^ 
of ever attaining unto such a state of perfection in thb 
life. I had not, at this time, been turned to the ligb^ 
L within, and taught to hearken to the still small vchmc^ 
I and to abide the appearance of Christ as a refiner's firtf 
I and fuller's soap. Yet in some of my seasons of retir&!% 
mcnt, I was visited with that inshining light, disooVet'-' 
ing unto me the depravity of my own heart ; but iDste«4 
I of submitting therennta, and becoming a co-wor^ 
[ quenched the Holy Spin' 
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this di\-ine Teacher, by mfxing in noisy meeting!, which 
fed pride and self, and obatructed the silent and eiTec- 
tual workings of the Holy Ghoat, 

The most noiay of these meetings were those carried 
till in the Band Room, a place bo called from the term 
band meetings, which etill form a prominent part of the 
discipline of Methodism. Bui — these meetings held in the 
BnndRoom — were of a public and proselyting character, 
and not under the control of the preachers.* Of such 
meetings there were two in the week ; one on Sixth 
dav evening, and the other on Furst day afternoon. Thai 
on Sisth day evening, was conapoBcd of the leading men, 
and was called the Revival Band. At this meeting each 
individual epoke hi$ experience in succession : all of 
which was carried on witli touch excited feeling, aiid 
great noise. I remember going to one of these meet- 
ings, in a calm und composed stale of mind, having 
been previously reading a religious book, with which 1 
had been nmch edified. In telling my own experience, 
1 mentioned the slate my mind was in on entering the 
meeting ; observing, that that peace and serenity which 
1 had brought with me, had entirely left me, and that I 
tlien felt much confused, and very uncomfortable. In 
consequence of what I had said, I was set down as one 
seeking head kno#ledge. There was a young man of 
tny acquaintance who sometimes attended these meet- 
ttig», who, on one of these occasions, said that he felt 
Iiis mind very low and much dejected. But this sort 

^ * 'Jliinw uiiHcqudialvtf wHli tlw discipline of McthodlBm wiU pleu^ lo 
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of experience did not suit RevivalJEts 
gathered round him, and began praying for biin. 
endeavoured to get him lifted up. And whil£.t thut 
engaged, one of the leading men aaid, " I never knew 
any one make anything out^as a revivalist, who needed 
so often to be lifted up in this way." 

The meeting on First day afternoon was of a mote 
pubhc character; and the room was generally filled 
with people of all sorts, men, women, and children t 
several of whom were strangers, some doubtless at- 
tracted by curiosity. This meeting was carried on in 
»the same disorderly way as the other ; and indeed more 
BO. there being more persons publicly engaged in it. 
Any one who chose, was allowed to speak or praj" 
publicly ; in this respect there was little or no restraint. 
And these meetings were carried on, for three, four, and 
sometimes five hours ; several individuals being engaged 
in praying and speaking at the same time : some in one 
part of the room, and sonne in another. 

Well was it for me. that my connection with this 
Meeting was but of short duration ; for when the Bmd ' 
Room Meeting was separated trom the old Society, I 
escaped going with those who were disowned. Several 
of the leading men amongst them, afterwards became 
quite abandoned characters ; some gave up to driui> 
kennesE, and others became disreputable tradesmen i A 
and indeed there were very few that I knew, who ul 
mately prospered, or were considered of good repute. 

How strikingly and awfully illustrative 
hings, is the declaration of Gamaliel ; "F 
tounscl or this work be of men, it will come t 
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bot if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haplv 
ye be found even to fight against God." ' Although there 
}, at the present time, aSociety of this people still remain- 
ing, under the denomination of Independent Methodists; 
yet the character of the Society is much altered ; as 
they are now, comparatively, a sober-minded, orderly, 
and quiet people. Bat shame and confaaion have co- 
vered those who were prominently engaged in these dis- 
orderly assemblies, and this work has come to nought; 
for the " Revival Band" is now without either name or 
place in tlie town of Manchester. 

This Band Boom Meeting having become so disgrace- 
ful and nnmanageable, the preachers at length con- 
sidered it right to interfere. For this Meeting wss, by 
its influcQce, spreading disorder and confusion through- 
out town and country. In order, therefore, to prevent 
this, the preachers proposed, that one of their own body 
should always preside at the pablic meeting held on 
First day afternoon. To this proposition the leading 
tneii of the Band Room objected ; and hence arose the 
division which soon afterwards took place. 

Notwithstanding all the confusion and the baneful 
effects of these meetings, such was the delusion or 
in&tuation of many, that this way, or the Revival aa 
it was generally termed, was looked upon by Ihera as 
the iflorj/ of Methodism. I will not take upon me to 
say that no good resulted to any who laboured in these 
meetings, but I do believe that the chief actors therein 
w neglected, in their speaking and praying, to wait fi 
^die, movement of the Holy Spirit ; so they ran bef(, 
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Guide, and self became the predomiDsnt principlB, 

ever, it ia bat Jastice to the Methodists, bb 
, to say, that although very many were carried 
away with this delasion, or false zeal : yet the majoritiE 
of the Society, the most soher miiideil and respectablp 
part of it, disapproved of each proceedings. 

With respect to the conversions reported to 
taiien place at some of these Revival meetings, I 
say, that I had, at the time, doubts on my mind 
the reality of some of them. And although I never 
was much engaged in this part of the work, I ifc- 
Lnowledge I went much too far in it. I feel it ri^lt 
to declare, that ae far as i did go therein, 
wrong. The truth and reality of conversion is to be 
proved by the fruits of righteousness, in the life 
conversation, and not by a few words of confesaibo, 
extorted from some poor deluded creatures, wrongbt 
upon by fear, who were sometimes so confused, that 
they scarcely knew what they said. O how difiereat 
from this, is that silent and Effectual work of regeneta^ 
tion, brought ahout hy the illuminating influence of the 
Holy Spirit in the secret of the heart : turning and con- 

■ting the individual from the error of his way, nnto 
lewness of life 1 

recorded that when Elijah the prophet stood o 

'ount Horeh, " the Lord passed by, and a great aod 

strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in piecee the 

rocks hefore the Lord -. but the Lord was not in the wind 

id after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was 

the earthqnake ; and nfter the earlhqnaki 



tut ihe Lord ^ 



1 tlie fire r and after the fi 
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U small voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, 
that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out 
and stood in the entering in of the cave, and behold 
there came a voice unto him and said. What doeat thou 
here Elijah?"' 

This is the voice unto which man is still required to 
bearken ; and which can only be heard in stiUness and 
silence ; not amidst the tumult of the passions, which 
are not unfitly comparable to the wind, the earthquake, 
and the fire. When the work of grace first commences 
its operatioDB in the heart, it sometimes occasions ^reai 
commotion, and the voice of the Lord cannot be dis- 
tinctly heard until all this has subsided and is made 
still. The Lord, when speaking to the Church by the 
prophet Isaiah, says, " Keep silence before me, O Islands, 
and let the people renew their strength : let tliein come 
near, then let them speak; let us came near together to 
judgment."- How well would it be for all those who 
are afar off, (and I think all who are engaged in 
such noisy and disorderly proceedings may be considered 
of this sort,) how well would it be for such, to keep 
silence before the Lord, and to allow tliis rcheilious and 
disorderly spirit to be judged down by tbe light of Truth 
within ! And when they are brought near, then in fear 
and reverence let them speak; for there is no need of 
ahouting so loud as though the Lord was afar off, for he 
iM nigh to such as reverently fear him, even in the heart 
of him that believeth.' 

O the blessedness of this inward silence, in which the 
roice of Chriet in heard, sayiag to the wind and waters 

I RiDKS xlx. 18. S) IibWi ili. I . [3) Ronistis i. B. 
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of tamtiltaona paesions — "Peace, be still!"' 
might the disciples, on tiiat inemorablts occasion when 
Christ uttered these TTorda, have wondered, saying one 
to another, "Wlial manner of man is this, that even die 
wind and the sea obey him!"' Nothing bat the alt- 
powerful voice of Christ can effect this atillnesB and 
calmness of the passions, -which, in their unsubdued and ' 
nnconverted state, are " like the troubled sea wbes il 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. TherB' j 
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."' 

- Behold, all ye that kindk a fire, that i 
yourselves about with sparks : walk in the light d 
your fire, and the sparks that ye have kindled, 
shall ye have at my hands : ye Ghall lie down ii 
row."' Ah! my friends, has not this scripture been ^ 
fulfilled in the experience of many ijf us ? Hi 
have we been carried away with this natural heat. 
wherein self has been predominant ! And have y 
proved it true, that after tlus false fire has subsided, i 
we have come to calm'reflection ; instead of peace, there 
has been ccjiifusion, and instead of joy, our portion h 
been sorrow ? And has not this always been owin^ I* 
the aant of attention to the secret movemml of the Ht^ 
Spirit, which kelpelh our infirmities ?' What dieordtir, . 
to the disgrace of true religion, has there been in many ■ 
meetings, for want of attending to this trae Guide h 
Instead of the spirits of some who have spoken i 
prayed publicly, being kept in subjection, they have bi 

'ried away into confusioQ and rant. And howevor. 
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I mi£h sotne may have commended this way, or meeting'^ 
of this sort, it still remaineth true, " The spirits of Ihe 
prophets are subject to the prophets ; for God ia not the 
author of confusion, Ijut of peace, as in oil tKe churches 
of the eajnta." ' O, how important then is it to attend 
to the voice of the true Shepherd, which leadeth to 
peace; but the voice of the stranger leadeth to sorrow 
and distress ! 

There is no part of my conduct whilst in conncctiuu 
with the Methodists, on which I look back with more 
dissatisfaction, than the part I took in these meetings ; 
althougli it was by no means a leading part, for I was 
then but young and rather diffident. But when I think 
pf the light and irreverent manner in which the name 
of the Lord was made use of, in the solemn act of 
prayer, and speaking of experience, so called, I have no 
hesitation in saying, that the name of God was thereby 
profaned. I will venture further to declare, tbat I be- 
lieve I was then under a strong delusion, and that those 
disorderly workings were produced by the operation of 
the devil on the unrenewed part in me — they could not 
have been of God, as he is not "the author of confusion 
but of peace." 

I cannot close this short sketch of the Band Room 
Meeting, without adverting to the serious misapplication 
of the term revival of religion, as applying to sijch a 
work as that I have described. And although I trust 
there is not now so much of that wildfire, (if 1 may be 
allowed the espression,) as there formerly was; yet I can- 
not help thinking that the term Revival ie still much mis- 
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I lave read aorae accounts of Camp Meetingi" 
nerica, vrhicli to me aTe appalling. I would Eab- 
o the sober-minded tbe necessity of caution in tlit 
if the word Revival. Tliat work cannot be worthy 



n, which praduca 

, and distress, 
its correspondi 



the deflignalion of a revival of reli| 
disorder, confusion, darkness, sarr 

ITfivival of true religion will prodi 
fruits — which are meekness, genUe; 
mtiftness, assurance attd peace. 
I Tn the year 180G, I began to exercise a little S 
.'preaching ; and after a regnlar trial, became what i> 
called amongst the Methodists, a local preacher. I 
cannot say that my movement to this work was clearli 
from the divine Source, neither will I say, that I was tX 
all times without a divine in&acnce ; but I acknowledge! 
there was too much of self in the act. Sometimes loT 
mind was a little opened and led into my subject; at 
other times all has been dark, and I have been i 
confused. 

Icontinucd on the"planE"afew years; andatlengtbi' 
through ill health, was obliged to give it up ulto^tho'. 
For in consequence of noy going to such extremes, ia 
these outward workings in the will of the creature, and 
by bodily austerities, I had nearly destroyed mvadf. i 
My health became much impaired, which ended in *, 
long intermittent fever. I went into the country, 
my father's house, and was a long while in a very weak 
state, supposed by roy friends to be in a decline. Audi 
myself thought, at one time, tbat I should nevn" re-' 
Doctors could du but little for me: hntm 
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tbe core of my parents, and the benefit of good air ; and 
more than all, ceasing fTora that bodily and mental exer- 
tion in religioas dutiee, ao called, I began gradually to 
recover strength. Daring this illness, I was generally 
very low spirited, SEldom favoured with any seneible 
feeling of joy ; bat my raiad was often clouded with 
doubts and fears. By this dispensation, my false rest and 
«elf confidence were, in some measnre, broken up, and I 
was led to depead more and more on Him, whose 
strength Is made perfect in weakness, and who is a very 
present help in time of trouble. I withdrew from these 
public esertions; and spent much of my leisure time in 
reading, and occasionally taliiiig q solitary walk in the 
fields and lanes. 

For several years after this, I remained only a private 
member of the Society ; attending the preachings, and 
the class. And I can truly say, that my mind was much 
more comfortable, whilst thus a solitary and private in- 
dividual, than when I was more publicly engaged ; for 
I had more peace, and felt a stronger drawing in secret, 
than I had done before; althongh accounted a backslider, 
because I could not work as I formerly had done. I long 
resisted solicitations again to become a class leader, and 
refused the Superintendent, when he waited on me for 
that purpose.* But I had, before, been quite dissatis- 
fied with my work as a lender. I declare, that frequently 
when I havegoneto meet my class, andstood before them. 
1 have felt a need of being led and helped myself: and 
sometimes have been so shut up, that I have scarcely 
known what to aay to the people ; all has been quite 
formal on my part, and I have been glad when the m 
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was done. And if at any time I complained of this tnf 
inability, I was told that I must be inetant in eeaaon, aod 
out of season ; that I must work whether I felt indined 
lereta or not ; or indeed, whether or not 1 was aseiB 
ly the Spirit. O what a yoke of bondage is thia ! i 
'how contrary to that saying of Christ, " Without 
ye can do nothing."' I had not then been taught, that 
I must wait upon the Lord for pewer to do any work 
which he might require of me ; and that I ought to 
have tarried until I was so endued with power frcoa 
on high. I do now believe, t^af in Me (oorA of the Lori; 
no man can do anything aright in his oum will, 
own lime ; bat only in the will and time of the Lard ktt 
Mailer, when he is pleased by his Spirit to move 
thereto. And such work as is done in the ability whidi 
He giveth, will be bleseed by Him, Whitbert 
Spirit goeth, man must g'o, and when it standetli still, 
he must stand still, as is clearly shown by the vision ( 
the wheels in Ezekiel.-' 

And although I may have occasionally felt a litti 
assistance in speaking to the members of the class, as 
had sometimes been favoured to feel in preaching, yel 
I believe I had not sufficient ground for entering npon 
ID very important a work ; for I am persuaded it is 

such cases to wait in silence until ability is give», 

and there is an evident moiyement thereto, which the hum' 

hie and attentive disciple of Christ understands. And M 

the Lord and Master sees meet, he will not be wani 

thus moving his chosen and prepared instruments. 

id should there be no need for it, there will be the pres- 
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■ the Master himself, who hath said. " Where two 
e are gathered together in my name, there am I 

a the midst of them."' He can instruct and bless his 
people, either with or mithovt iustrwnents. He is the 
Good Shepherd that feedeth his flock : and his sheep 

" know his Toice, and follow him, and a stranger will 
ihey not follow, but will flee from him, for they know 
not the voice of strangers."" 

I am aware, that waiting for a divine movement, or 
tarrying till endued with power from on high, is not in 
accordance with the recorded sentiments of John Wesley; 
nor is it agreeable to the usual custom amongst We- 
thodista generally. Bat is it not in accordance with 
the Scriptures ? Did not oar Lord command his dis- 
ciples to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endned with 
power from on high ?^ And are not the Scriptures fall 
of exhortations lo wait upon the Lord ? And are not 
those who wait upon him promised that thev shall renew 
their strength?' If the word wait signifies to attend 
in expectation, then to wait upon the Lord must mean 
to attend upon him in espectatioa of receiving the cora- 
mnnicatioQs of his Spirit, which will teach what lo do, 
and how lo do it. 

1 believe Paul's words, " he instant in season, out of 
EeaBoo,"have been much perverted; for the same apostle 
who gave this charge to Timothy, s^id also ; ■' We know 
not what we should pray for as we ought : but the Spirit 
itself raaketh intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered."' If then Paul could not pray 

Hi MUl. x>iil. so, (JJJohnx.A. O) Luke luly. ». 'M Isa.atm.il. 
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aright without tbe aBsistatiee of the Holy Spirit, B 
could he preach aright without this divine aid : 
think it must be admitted, that to jierform these d 
acceptahly, divine assistance is needed for the one as 
as for the other. I conclude, therefore, that Paul c 
not mean that Timothy should preach whether he felt 
divine aasiatance or not ; or that he should not wait ft 
the movement of the Holy Spirit : but it appears to ni 
that the apostle meant hy the words, " in season, ouH 
season," that a faithful testimony should be borne ac- 
cording to truth, whether it was received or rejected. 

Here then falls to the ground, that sentiment so moch 
prevailing, and so much acted upon, that a minister of 
the Gospel may and ought, if in health, to preach at the 
lime and place he is appointed to by man, whether he 
feels a divine movement or not, or whether or not he ii 
assisted by the Holy Spirit. I do indeed know thatthe 
true iTorship which God accepts, and rewards, is to bi 
in spirit and in truth ; in the tjilence of all fleeh, in i 
total cessation from all the rannings and williDge of till 
creature, waiting' in stillness for the movement, and abilit) 
for the soul to breathe to its Creator, and rightly topsT' 
form any act which may be required. As the pt* 
paration of the heart in man, and the answer of tlx 
tongue, is from the Lord,' so therefore no prayer nor 
preaching can be acceptable to God, but that which H( 
inspires hy his Holy Spirit, O the blessedness of thi 
truly Spiritual work, this labouring in the vineyard o 
Man only enters into true rest of eouli 
^ben he ceasee from his own works. It is the de^ 
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generate plant of self that spoils all : let this be rooted 
out, and then there will be room for the Plant of renown, 
the precious Tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
garden of God, to grow and flourish and bring forth 
the fruit of righteousness to the praise and glory of 
His great and excellent name. 



1p the light witfain be that divine gift vrhicb our Lotd 
JesQB Christ promised to send unto liis disciples ; ' if il 
be that Spirit of Truth, wiich ia to reprove the world of 
EJD, and of righteousness, and of judgment,' and alio 
to guide into all truth ; ' if it be the appointed Way of 
salvation, * the means by which man comes to the know- 
ledge of his fallen and siaful state, and by which he i» 
redeemed from all iniquity ;' if it ht ti\e Fomdatum al\ 
all religions knowledge, without which man can aerer 
know himself, nor know Him whom to know is life 
eternal :° if the salvation of those who are arrived it 
years of religious consideration, depends on/aitk 
obedience to this " Unction from the Holy One"- 
to tarn the attention thereunto, and to hcarkeo dili- 
gently t« this divine Teacher, must, of all things, be 
the greatest importance. 

What will all the preachings of man avail, 

s inward teaching is ucglccted ? Verily nothio^ 

Jolmni.r. piJohnivi.a, (S) jQhnlTi. 11. i4] Tituill. H, ' 
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'all ; for it ia Christ that tcacheth as never man taught, 
aod he alone can teach to profit. If we have never yet 
been broug-ht into a sttite of miud, similar to that 
in which the cliildren of Israel were, when the com- 
maadment went forth, " Sland still and see the sal- 
vation of the Lord," • a very important part of true re- 

, ligion remains to he learned. If we have not been 
brought to see our own utter helplessness, and that 
without Christ we can do nothing; if we are not di- 
vested of self- confidence, self-sufficiency, and self-right- 
eoiisnese. we can scarcely be said to have made one 
straight forward step in the true way of life. " Be still 
and know that I am God,"' ia a divine commandment; 
as also, "Keep silence before me, Oislanda; and let 
the people renew their strength,"' Happy indeed are 
they who are favoured to get into this state of stillness ; 
this silence from all the reasonings and cogitations of 
the flesWy mind, in which there ia true peace. It is 
this retirement of soul that constitutes the most precious 
part of a religious life. In thi^ state of etilluess and 
prostration of soul, the heart is prepared for true spiri- 
tual worship. Here the voice of the Shepherd ia known 
and distinguished from the voice of the stranget ; and 
the suul enjoys a sweet calm, a heavenly rest, a peace 
which passeth all understanding. It is in the secret 
of the heart that true wisdom ia learned ; here the 
of the Lord is made manifest : *' Commune with 
own heart, upon your bed, and be still. " ' 

I am aware that this silence and stillness is not i 
encouraged by the Methodists. Indeed that system 




tc 

i 



pi 

I 



;»elefs outward operation, and t!iat excessive bodilv 
religious duties, aa they are called, have » 
very powerful tendency in keeping the mind aloof from 
this most desirable state, I do believe, that when tha 
tongue is still, the heart may be profitably engaged in 
true spiritaal worship. And how important is this si- 
knee in preparing the soul to attend to the still small 

lice within ! 

Some years ago a class leader told me that he though! 
Ithere was, amoDgat the Methodists, " too much preach- 
and too little reflection." I think, with respect to 
the latter, it must be admitted that there are mHDj, 
who are so engaged with creaturely exertions, 
they know very little of the true state of their own 
hearts. 1 will give you an instance of this, which 
under my own immediate observation. I remember, 
when at a public Band Meeting, a leader, in telliiiglik 
experience, said that he felt profited in public meetiM^ 
such tis preachings, class meetings, and prayer meettnglj. 
but he could fitid do profit in private prayer. And being; 
loss to know the caase of this, he asked one of tlu* 
preachers, who presided at the meeting, to give 
lierein his advice. Tliis individual was one whom I 
then highly esteemed, as a zealous and honest 
But if he had known onylliing of the inward teacliingn 

woald not have been ignorant concerning the thdS 
■of private prayer. The True Leader would have ehi 

that he ought to have been brought to knotr Ui 

■wanta ; and to have waited until ability had ben 

given him, to breathe, in supplication and ***°*\V 

to his Maker. He would then have learoodj 

thot he might have worshiped in tecret, viitbout utter- 
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it word ; and have found it profitable, and thernL]' 
e had hia spiritual strength renewed. And if he had 
taught, he would have had no need of asking 
a preacher, having a better Counsellor trilhin. 
n awful con^idciatioQ is this, that a person 
ffiotlld he appointed to lead others, who does not know 
the way himself! who does not know how to perform 
aright, one of the most important duties of religion ! 
I do not mention this as ii general case ; I hope there 
are many who have been better instructed, liaving 
learned wisdom in the school of Christ, the true teacher. 
But I wish I were able to say that I believed this to be 
« solitary case : I know it to be very like what my case 
was, when so circumstanced, and so engaged, 

O ye desolate ones! ye who are sighing and crying 
for the abominations that he done in the midst ; ' ye who 
have been given to see and feel the plague of your own 
hearts; ye who have felt the burthen of human ordi- 
BBncea ; ye who liave been filled to surfeiting, with your 
own ways — O that I could prevail npon you to turn to 
Christ, the light within ! He can give yoo an inherit- 
ance among them that are sanctified. I invite you, mr 
dear .friends, to come into this inner court. Be no 
longer outer-court worshippers. If Christ, the feun, 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.' \e will then 
be DO longer subject to the ordinances and command 
ments of men i' ye will have but one master, and he 
will teach you the lessons of salvation freely, without 
money, and without price." " Ho, eiery one that 
^irgteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no 
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fnoney : come ye, bay and eat: yea, come boy 1 
d milk without money and without price. Where&n 
) ye spend money for that which is not bread, i 
ir labour for that which satisfieth not? Hearken dill- 
itly unto me ; and eat ye that which is good, and Id 
your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear Bi 
come unto me ; bear, and your soul shall live ; and I 
will make an everlasting covenant with you, even th 
sure mercies of David. Behold, I have given Him h 
a witnesB to the people, w Leader DRtl Commander to tkt 

Do not we here aee our glorious liberty, and who i» 
appointed our leader ? Why then do we aliow ourselvea, 
in religious matters, to be led and commanded by m 
Jesus said, " Neither be ye called masters ; for on 
your master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren."' 
Although, in temporal matters, they that are servaaB 
are commanded to obey, in all lawful and reasoniibie 
things, their own masters according to the flesh; yet, ill 

►leligiaua services, none ore required to luove by the or- 
der or appointment of men. For, as the qualificfttioB 
for religious services is of the Lord, so of him also jl 
the appointment. 

I feel no desire to set myself up for anything, but n> 
ther to lie low as a little child ; yet, I trust, 1 feel wiUi]^ 
to be accounted anything or nothing, bo that I r 
be a feeble instrument of inducing some of you, whom 
1 love, to turn more fully to Christ the light within; fi 
:. thereby, received ao much benefit myself, I ci 
truly and honestly recommend the same to you, AlU 
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hort esperienceherein ; foralftough 
Ihe period has not yet been quite bo long as that spent 
with you ; nevertheleaB, I have been long enough to 
have tried thiB way, I have tried it, and do know, in- 
deed, that it is the right way, and the oaly right may. 
For JeBQS Christ hath declared, " I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life : no man cometli to the Father, but 
by me."' 

Some have said, that this inward teaching may be 
good and right for those who have attained unto a good 
measure of spirituaJ-mindedneaa, hut what is to he done 
with the untaught multitude ? I answer, Pomt them 
also to Christ, this Inward Teacher ; aa they cannot be 
better directed ;* for it is written, " The grace of God, 
that bringeth salvation, hath appeared unto all men ;"' 
therefore ia it a common privilege. And where is the 
man to be found, whether Christian, Jew, Turk, or 
Heathen, who has not, by this inward light, been taught 
the knowledge of right and wrong ?" For, as the 
lightning, out of the one part under heaven, shineth 
unto the other part under heaven ; so shall also the Son 
of man he in his day."' And the Apostle Paul, speak- 
ing also of this universal teaching, saith : " But 1 say, 
have they not heard ? Yes verily, their sound went in- 
to all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
world."' Indeed, if there be any less susceptible than 
others, of this divine teaching, excepting in the case of 
reprobates, it is those whose minds are chiefly taken vp with 
aatieard pari of religion. 



plain that the publi- 




D in ^e temple was more under the influence of thii 

teachiog than the pLarisee, and consequently went down 
to his house justified rather than the other.' 

The inward teaching therefore, is that in which con. 
aisteth the chief glory of the Christian religion ; tbal 
in which it surpasses all previous dispensationB. Jcsiu 
Christ testified of John the Baptist, paying, " Amonj 
those that are bom of women, there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is lea^t in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he."' And with 
this agrees the following figurative language of the 
prophet Isaiah ; " And it shall come to pass in the lait 
daya, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall 
be established m lAe top of the mountains, and ^hsll 
^ he exalted above the hills, and all nations shall Sew 
innto it." ' 

How much then do we sufier loss, by not placing the 
inward teaching above a]l other teaching ! I am pcf- 
■aaded that they who thus become disciples of Chritt, 
and learn of him, will make more progress in true wii- 
dom, than they otherwise woald, by attending, thougb 
ever so diligently, the preachings of men. Neverthelea, 
I do not wish to he understood as despising prophesy- 
ing, or preaching in the demonstration of the S^iiti, 
for I do acknowledge this kind of preaching to be of 
divine appointment, and to he very profitable, 
however excellent, or useful it be, as a means, the in^, 
ward and immediate teaching of the Spirit is more Mv, 
inasmuch as it is the spring from which ail true goijid 
Lministry flows. 
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O that they, who are labouring so hard, in the will of 

the creature, in observing the ordinnnL-es and command- 
but know how impossible it is for 
them whilst in this state, rightly to worship God, as 
Christ himself hath declared: "But in vain thev do 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men-" ' Whatever means or instruments may there- 
fore be made use of, the glory of man's salvation belongs 
to Christ, the anointed of God ; and besides him there 
is no Saviour. Then let cs give him all the glory, to 
whom it is due ; let him, in all things, have the pre- 
eminence. Let us attend to his teaching before all 
other teaching ; and let us heed no other teaching but 
what Bgreeth with this inward witness. What need 
then of being so much subject to the teachings of men, 
when the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is 
■written on the fleshly tables of the heart ; and which, if 
attended to, may be read and known of all men ? 

Id confirmation of the importance of this inward 
Divine Teaehing, I subjoin the following testimonieB, 
published in your own Magazine. — 

I, John Bausalc — " If mankind were to hear and 
obey the voice of the Spirit of God, they need not the 
teachings of men. If the sheep of tlie Lord's paa- 
tnre hearken and obey the voice of the good Shepherd 
and follow bim, he will lead them into green pastures. 
It was the concern of the ministers of Christ in the 
morning of the gospel day, to turn men from darkness 
tioto light, from Satan unto God, and from the teaching* 



of mea tmto the word of God; the cugrafted wc 
which they hore testimony was able to save the 
that their faith might Dot stand ia the wisdom of 
hut in the power of God alone. This is the rock 
which the Churcli of Christ is huilt, and against ■ml 
the gates of hell are not able to prevail. There 
other foundatioD can be laid thaa what ia already laid, 
viz. Christ Jesus, tlie wiadom and power of God, the 
divine light that enlighteneth every man coming isto 
the world. Those that walk m this heavenly light 
cocne the children of the light, and of the day, 

I there is no cause of Btumhling." — Arminian Magaxkt, 

» V 92. page ISi. 

I U. William Law, — "All depends upon thy right 
nibmission and obedience to the speakiag of God in Aj, 
floul. Stop, therefore, all self- activity, Ueteo not to t 
suggestiona of thy own reason, run not on in thy o\ 

I will, but be retired, silent, passive, and humbly atteii'' 

■live to this new risen light within thee. Open thj 
lieart, thy eyes, and ears, to all its impressions. Let It 
enlighten, teach, frighten, torment, judge, and condems 
thee, as it pleases; turn not away from it, hear all it. 
says, seek for no relief out of it, consult not with 
flesli and blood, but with a heart full of faith aai 
resignation to God, pray only thi? prayer, that God'i 
kingdom may come, and his will be done in thy soati 
Stand faithfully in this state of preparation, thus givel 
up to the Spirit of God, and then the work of thy re- 
II be wrought in God, and thou wilt 
I, that he that is in thee, is much greater then tS 
! against thee." — Arminiaa Mag. 1793, pa^e 217i 
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ni. RiBKroA ScvDAMORB, ID s. letter to onc of hcT 

intimate friends, says ; " I wieh, my dear Mrs. to 

acquaint our friend, that I am persuaded it is no less 
than a divine operation on hia heart, whereby he is eo 
deeply convinced of Ms fallen state. I congratulate him 
whom the Lord doth and will bless, by enriching- with 
the graces of the Holy Spirit. I have but one solici- 
tude concerning him, and that is that he may truly sub- 
mit to that divine precept we find on record: Be slill 
and knoiv thai I am God. It is of the atmost conse- 
quence that we silently attend to the secret v;hisp^s of 
that voice which speaks in the deep of our hearts: "'"' 
whett attended to, in due time, speaks ineffhble peace. It 
puts to silence all other voices, howsoever pleasing they 
may appear to our corrupted nature. I entreat and 
beseech, that he would fear Dathing so much, as the not 
listening to this heavenly voice. Indeed it i?, and will 
be, B lamp to our path, and a light to our feet." — 
n Magazine, 1793, page 360. 




'■ What advantnge theu hath the Jew ? or what pro- 
is there of eircumcisioo ? Much every way : chieSj, 
ause unlo them were commitled the oracles of God."' 
The Apostle Paul, in tlie preceding chapter, dram t 
coiuparison hctween the state of the Jews and that d | 
the Gentilea, showing, that although the Gentilee m 
without an outtcard written law, yet were they not fcft I 
without the means of sakfltion ; but that tliey had afew " 
written in their hearts, unto which they were accountable, 
and according to which they would be jutlged. For sailii 
he. " Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil ; of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile. 
But glory, honour, and ^aise, to every man that worketh 
good ; to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile ; for there 
is no respect of persons with God, For as many as havtt 
sinned without law, sliaU abo perish without law ; 
I as many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged \if 
[Ihe law; for not the hearers of the law are just befbn 

jod, but the doers of the law shall be justified, 
""when the Gentiles which have not the law. do by natartf 
the things contained in the law. these having not 1 
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a law unto themselves : which show the work 
of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile ac- 
cusing or else escusing one another, ' 

We see then that the Scriptures confer an advantage; 
but the want of them may not prevent salvation. They 
are a law, but not the universal law. They are a rule 
of condnct, but not that whicli applies unto all mankind; 
seeing ail are not favoured with the knowledge thereof. 
They are a guide, but not the infallible and unejrine 
guide, since it is possible to mistake the meaning of 
them, or there may be a mistake in some part of the 
translation, or printing of them. They are & valuable 
standard of faith and practice ; but there is a more sure 
word of prophecy, unto which they bear tcstimonv, 
whereunto we do well to take heed, as unto a light 
that sbineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day star arise in our hearts.' 

And that a person may mistake the meaning of the 
Scriptures, John Wesley himself admits. " And per- 
haps," says lie, " this ignorance may be occasioned by 
ignorant commentators." And he further adds, "that 
ignorance must he removed, before we can remove the 
darkness arising from it. We must show the true mean- 
ing of the texts which have been misunderstood." 

What then ! Is man indeed, in the all-imporlant 
concern of the soul, left to the guidance of lits fellow 
man, who, according to John Wesley's own showing, 
may be mistaken : as some men in writing commen- 
taries have misunderstood the meaning of the Scrip- 
is. C2)SPrtBri. i». 



, and thereby led others into error and daric 

No verily, every man has, witliin him, a nit 

unerring guide than this, nnto which he will do well to 

take heed, and then he will not be toased to and fro. and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 

^^^^f men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they be u 

^^^B^it to deceive. 

^^^B The Scriptures are a great comfort and help to the 

^^^Kithful, in that they show forth the experience of S 

^^^Kn former ages, hut they are not the Foundation of flie 

^^Hbhurch. They contain the words or saijiiiffs of God, but 

l^^^they are not Tlie Word of God. They ai'e a dectaraticm 

of the Fonntain, hut not the Fountain itself. They give 

an account of the creation and fall of man, showing the 

origin of evil. They make mention also of the remedy, 

and show forth Jeaus Christ as the Saviour of the 

world. In ehort. " All Scripture given by inspiratjoa 

of God, is profitable for doctrine, for instruction i 

rigbteouaneas, that the man of God may be perfed 

thoroughly furnished tinto all good works."" 

The Scriptures therefore ore profitable to every be- 
liever, whether he be a private character, or a pnUic 
minister of the Gospel ; for it was never intended tl 
e interprelation of them should be confined to preaclu 
B ; as it is the duty of all diligently to search the 
;ripture8. Paul commends the Bereans in that aftei 
Ihey bad received the Word they searched the Scripturee 
', vthether those things were so.' 
jt to make a trade of the Scriptures, in the way o 
reaching from tiiem for innney, I believe i 



^l^j^di^Biuu li 



^ aiitiiat^Ul. I?. 
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' thereof. "Buy the truth and sell it not,"' was the 
advice of Solomon. I believe if more were faitliful to the 
inward teaching, there would be less of paid preaching 
than there is; and, indeed, if there were none, I do not 
believe the Church of Christ weuld suffer any loss ; there 
might he those who would come forward according to 
the gospel command, " Freely ye have received, freely 
give."' Whether we pay men for preaching or not, 
one thing is certain, each iivdividaai must work out his 
own salvation with fear and trembling, " For it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his own good pleasure."' lience it is an individual 
work, under the operation of the Holy Spirit. " So then, 
every one of us shall give account of himself to God :" ' 
" For every man shall bear his own harden,"* 

What a great blesBing it is to be made free! And 
they whom the Son maketh free, are free indeed ; " they 
are not in bondage to any man. nor are they beholden 
to the preachings of meu ; bnt having, abiding in them. 
■■ an unction from the Holy One," they need not that 
any man teach them, but as the same anointing teach- 
eth them all things, and is truth and is no lie. ' And this 
inward teaching is superior to all otlier teaching, and is 
always near at hand. " If any of you lack wisdom, let 
bim ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him."' 

If all Scripture be given by inspiration of God,' then 
doth it follow, that the inspiration is superior to the 
Scripture. Of what use are the Scriptures without 
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liBt ioepiratioa? Some of them of no more thsn i 
[.Wntern without a light, or a map to a traveller waft-l 
ing in the dark : it is the illumiDBting influence of tlifl 
Holy Spirit that givelh fight. " But the Comforter, j 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send a I 
my name, he shall teach ji'ou all things, aad bring all I 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever T Itave wi I 
unto you."' " He shall glorify me: for he ahall Teceitrr ] 
of mine, and show it unto you."' 

Connected, therefore, with the inward teaching, Ui^l 
Scriptares are a great blessing. The promisee of God 1 
therein recorded, are yea and amen in Chrial Jesui W \ 
them that believe;' and there is no respect of persona 
with God.* What an assurance! Happy indeed ii 
the soul which can implicitly rely thereon ; for there 
are given unto us great and precious promisee, whereby 
" we might have a strong consolation, who have fled fot 
I refuge to lay hold upon the hope set hefore us;"' »ni! 
f from which the soul doCh indeed draw great solace 
But to the carnally minded, to those who arc deaid in 
trespasses And sins, the Scriptures are a 
The dead man has no heart to feel, no eves to 
no hands to handle, no mouth to taste : all is 
to him : it is a hidden mystery, the value of ^lAU 
he knoweth not how to appreciate, It is the UfiCb 
the renewed and spiritual eouI, that beholds the b 
feela the power, taketh of the fruit of the tree of life, i 
of the water of life, and feedeth thereon, and groi«^ 
p like calves of the stall.' 

) jQhD lii. 98. (3) JoHn itL 14, m 2 Cur. i. ». ;, 
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It follows therefore, that although the Scriptures are 
a great blessing to those whose eyes are opened to see 
the wondrous things written therein ; yet it must be 
remembered that it ie a sealed book to the natural man -, 
and that no man by his own ingenuity can break open 
Ihat aeal ; therefore Ihey can be of but little use, unles? 
the hidden truths therein contained be opened to the 
inind. And what but the Light within can open them ? 
For Christ sailh of the Spirit of troth, " He ahaU receive 
of mine, and ahall show it unto you."' And as atten- 
tion is paid to this divine Principle of light withiD, it 
will grow and increase,' so that the Scriptures will be 
more and more opened to the eye of the aoul ; for this 
is the Foundation of all saving knowledge, and without 
which the Scriptures are unavailing. 

But, in thus exalting the inward light above all, it is 
not intended to derogate from the Holy Scriptures, bat 
rather to give unto them their right and proper place. 
For these divine records abaudantly point to this Prin- 
ciple, as that which is to lead into all truth,' and to 
gaide the believer in the way which he should go ;* for 
there may be some certain duty required of an indi- 
vidual, of which he cannot be assured by the Scripturea. 
For instance, how can anyone know from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that it is hia duty to preach the Gospel? and yet 
some are called thereto, and woe will be to such if they 
preach not the Gospel : for a dispensation of the Gospel 
is committed unto tliem. The Scripturea do indeed show 




lioff the work is to be done, and the qiialificatioiiF 

necessary for the right performance thereof; but Ac]! 

ido DQt Gay to ua individaal — ^Thou art the man ; Ifatl 
Irork God requires at thy hand. Here, in this C«S, 
Biere must of necessity be a direct testimony, and tlut 
BBtiraony ia the inward revelation of the Spirit. It 
peloDgeth to the Master to call whom he will unto thif 
pork; sad he also must send tbem, as be did the disi- 
.i ciplea formerly, or they will not profit the people, ft 
mast indeed be a very great presumption in any one to 
take upon himself to preach, except he be thus sent 
Bui alas ! how many are there, who, because they M* 
able to discourse on the Scriptures, and make sermoiK, 
believe they are called to pxeach ; and therefore do not 
wait for this inward call, but run before they are sent: 
some taking up preachings as a man taketh up a trade- 
to get a living by it ; and others to show off tbeir 
natural parts and wisdom, thereby feeding pride and 
self complacency. Are preachers, actuated by such 
motives as these, likely to promote the truly spiritnai 
and self denying religion of the blessed Jesus } By dA 
means ; such preach themselves, and not Christ cruci- 
fied, "the power of God, and the wisdom of God."' 
Therefore no preaching will truly profit the people, but 
that which cometh from tht" necessity of " Woe is unto 
me if I preach not the Gospel."' Indeed that presdl- 
iiig that draweth unto man, instead of turning uoto 
Christ, the light within, ie not only unprofitable, btit 
ceediogly injurious, inasmuch as it tendeth to biulct 
e hearers on the wrong foundation. 

,1; I Cor. i. 24, (S) I Cor. n. Iri, 



However excellent and profitable the Holy Scriptures 
may be. In their place, (and that they are both profit- 
able and escellent, I have already admitted,) they are 
nevertheleas aot the sure and unerring Guide, inasmach 
as a person cannot, in every circiunBtance of life, be 
BBBured thereby, what may be the particular duty 
required of him to perforin : but this is made known 
by that which unlocks the Scriptures — " the Key of 
—the inward revelation of the Holy Ghost, 
^e Scriptures cannot give life, but they point to 
o is the Resurrection and the Life. " Search 
Ene Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal 
I life ; and they are they which testify of me. And ye 
' will not come to me, that ye might Lave life."' Mark ! 
a fault of the Jews, here reproved, in trusting for 
eternal life in the Scriptures. Therefore, however im- 
perative some may view this injunction of our Lord, yet 
to me, it is evident, that it was never intended that 
we should rest in the Scriptures, or make them the 
Foundation of our religion, hut rather as a means to get 
to the more perfect knowledge of Christ Jesus, the true 
Light and eternal Life. And I do believe that they who 
follow Ciirist, and walk in hiE light, will esteem these 
written witneasea for truth befiire any other book ; there- 
fore will they be often searching the Holy Scriptures. 

I am aware, that in placing this divine light of Christ 
as a fundamental Principle of the Christian religion, I 
am differing from the recorded sentiments of John 
Wesley, who, in speaking of the fundamental doctrine 
of the Methodists, aaka " What was their fiiadaraental doc- 
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1. * trine? and anawers, "That theBibleh thewkotea 

Rule of faith andpraclke." And again, says, '■ Here 1 11 

^^^ I and my Bible. I will not. I dare not, vary from tUi 

^^H^ook, either in great thiogs or Bmall : 1 have no Buthon^ 

^^^Ko dispense with one jut or tittle of what is contunc^ 

^^^Bierein. I am determined to be a Bible Christian,* oc 

^^^Bdmost, but altogether. Who ivill meet me on thi 

^^Hgronnd ! Join me in this or not at all." But admit- 

^^^^ing the Scriptures to be a rule or law, the light 

Christ within ia a more perfect law : for tbis is tht 

perfect law of liberty. ' " Christ is the end of the law 

^^Bfor righteousness to every one that believetla." ' •' Tliere 

^^^Ka therefore now no cDndemnation to tbem which axeio 

^^^Bbhriat JeBUB. who walk not after the flesh bat after tbr 

^^^Spirit. For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jeio» 

hath made me free from the law of ain and death." 

appears therefore to me, that it ia the inward law 

which is DOW chiefly to be attended to by Christians^ 

yet thia inward law will never contradict the outward 

letter of the Scriptures, but will lead to the ohservancv 

cif all the precepts of Christ and his Apostles t 

contained, And if the Scriptures be considered a guide, 

the light within ie a more sure guide, inasmuch t 

will g^ide in a]l circumstances — concerning which the 

Scriptures may be silent — by an immediate 1 

IteplibU influence, showing what is to be done, and n 
left undone, 
I Placing the Scriptnrea as the foundation of religion, 
br as the whole and sole rule of faith and practice. 
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RtooiD of Christ, the light withiu, has been the caa^e 
^I the different sects atid parties which ha di d d 
I church of Christ. Hence the numbe f b k 
icb have been published in support of parti ulu pa 
8 of Scripture : many of which views a e n d 
^position to each other. But if ali Ch an p o 
essors had built their reLgion on the Tru Founda n 
namely the revelation of Christ in the heart then nd d 
would the cliief part of those books nev ha be 
writteu. But alas ! too true it is, that the stone wiiich 
should have beconie the head of the corner, has been 
set at nought and rejected by many builders;' who, 
instead of founding their building thereon, have built 
their bouse upon the sand. Some build on the notions 
and opinions of others : these, supposing that their 
teacherE know better what ia right fur them to do, than 
tfaey do themselves, commit tbe guidance and direction 
of their immortal souls to &llible man. Now if the 
Scriptures are not to be ma<le the foundation of our 
religion, but rather that which gave them forth, then 
much less should we build on tJie sayings or writings of 
men, who have never professed to be under the guid- 
ance of the unerring Spirit of truth. 

It is far from my intention to despise, or underrate, 
tliat help which may be obtained from the reading ot 
other books besides the Holy Scriptures. I can testify, 
that it was by reading tbe works of some of the early 
Friends, that my attention was turned to that divint^ 
Principle within, which teacheth all things, and which 
I have found to be truth, and no lie. It is doubtles* 






with boolts on religious subjects, as with oral diee 
some are more spiritual than others: "bul he 
iipirituHl judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged 
no man."' As soon as the soul has found the sprii 
within, and tastedof the pare Fountain, it will then 1 
those corrupted streams, vfhich have been fouled 
the feet of man,= I have, in my time, read nianv 
hooka of varione Boris, on, religious subjects, and froai 
some of them I have received much profit ; yet of nl) 
the writings I have ever read, I never yet found aaj- 
that came up, in the simplicity and purity of truth, and 
in sublimity of sentiment, to the Holy Scriptures: 
therefore, as a standard of divine truths, f place Ihett 
before all other wrilinffs. Yet, however escellent tbey 
he, as an outward test ur standard, they who build 
upon them ae their chief corner stone, will be in danger 
of being tossed to tind fro with the cloctrinea of men. 
But be that settleth down, to the teachings of Christ iu 
the heart, and continueth therein, will find that his 
building ia founded on a rock, " and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it."' For tliia is the sure Fbiui> 
'hich cannot he overthrown. 
O that men were gathered to this teaching of Chriit 
the heart ! Then indeed there would be no need of 
; teachings of men ; ' then would sects and parties bt, 
all done away, and the church of Christ become one 
united femily; then would religion be transferred from 
the bead to the heart, from empty notices and opinJoDft 
a living, operativePriaciple; then would there benv 
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further need of saying one to another. Know ye the 
Lord, for all would know him, from the least to the 
greatest : *■ and then would the latter day dispensation 
break forth in all its glory, and that prophetic declara- 
tion be fulfilled : " The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever."* 

(1) Jeremiah xxxi. 34. (2) Revelation xi. 15. 



THE CONCLUSION. 



[f^LL humaB Institutions have their origin, their pro- 
and decline ; but that which is of the Lord 
endureth for everr therefore no work but that which is 
of God wilJ abide — that which ia of man will come tu 
nought, " For all flesh is aa grass, and the glory of 
man as the flower of grass; the grass witherelh, and 
the flower thereof fiilleth away : but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever." ' 

Here then we see the Foundation of all true 
and that by which it is to be proved ; namely, 
Word of the Lord." And this Word, which was nude' 
flesh and dwelt amongst men, now dwelleth by liu 
Spirit in the hearts of the faithful." and is made unto 
them, wisdom, righteousness, and sanctiflcation. and 
redemption.^ It was said by one of the early Methoditt 
preachers that " the overthrow of Methodism, if B^i 
should come to pass, will be owing to the migjn g 
human inventions with its original sitnplidty." Now 



Hon inventions have constituted a part of 
Kfethodism, even from the beginning. And althougii 
I am ready to admit that there has, in a measnre, been 
a divine work amongst the Methodiste ; yet it cannot 
be denied but that much of man's work has been mixed 
up therewith ; and that from this mixture, it has never 
been clear. 

Thug has Methodism not come dearly up from that 
state into which the church had fallen when she left her 
primitive purity, but she hue retained some of those 
customs and usages, set up in the dark agee of apostacy, 
to the great injury of true religion. And that this has 
been a great evil to Mcthodiano. is quite evident ; fur the 
enemy, by his subtlety, has thereby undermined and nearly 
destroyed that vital and experimental part she had at 
the beginning, as will hereafter be shown. For I do 
believe that some of her first ministers were much under 
the divine influence, as may be seen, for instance, in 
John Nelson. ofBirtsall, ia VorliBhire. 

Under tlie ministry of this plain and illiterate man, 
this hard-workiug etone mason, many were convinced 
of their sins, and many received the forgiveness 
thereof; and a large society was raised np in those 
parts through his ins tru mentality. He sofTered mucli 
on account of his religion ; being persecuted, pressed for 
a soldier, confined in a dungeon, buffeted by some of 
hlB officers \ whom he told that he could not fight, 
because it laai coalrary to the spirit of a Christian, He 
said to his Major, who salted him how he prepared 
bis sermons, " / do not study what to sai/, but speak as 
the Spirit ef God enattet me." 
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EEen, the early MetLodtft preacliers believed 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost to be a necessary quaiifi. 
cation for a minister of the Gospel, and relied thereon 
in the work of the ministry; and if the body gecerallj, 
considered a change of heart and life absolutely ne- 
cessary to constitute a Christian indeed and io truth i 
and if by the experience of the vital power of religion. 
Lhey were led to adopt plainness of apparel, and also i 
separation from the spirit of the world — the importanl 
questions remain to be asked, — Where are these ttmrkl 
now i And what comparison will the present state oj 
Methodism bear with her primitive state ? I acknow- 
ledge she is much grown and increased ; but hath she 
retained her primitive strength and vigour ? If so, 
. what meaneth the sound of the organ to help her in ha 
■devotions, and the prayer book to relieve her preachera I 
f Are not these crutches on which she is leaning- ? Ani 
e they not proofs that she is rapidly reluming to thk 
I state from whence she cane? Did Paul or Peter nae i 
W prayer book ? Had the primitive Christians need of tl 
organ to help them in their spiritual worship ? Or, 14 
deed, needed the primitive Methodists such tbingl: 
Nay, would they not have considered these things 1 
f incumbrances ? And have they not been so coneiderel 
■ by some of the more devout part of the society, in l3i 
lipresent day? I appeal to the ancients among' tb 
■'people. Do not you see a great change in Methodialtt: 
[is there not now, than formerly, a greater coaforaut^ i 
rorld, in dress, in carnal tnindedttcss, and in J^ 
y ? And are not these proofs of a retrogradt 
, a degeneracy of princip 



lie wondered at, seeing elie hath forsaken the guide of 
her youth, and is now staying herself cAi^y on outward 
forms and ceremonies ? If indeed, the vital and experi- 
mental part of religion hegin to decay, tlien there will 
be a falling away also in testimony ; and religion, with 
such, will become an empty soimd, a form without 
power, a body without life, salt without savour, and 
therefore good for nothing. 

Let U8, my dear friends, examine the foundation on 
which we stand. Let us not say, because in former 
days the Spirit of the Lord was poured out amongst us, 
and sons and daughters prophesied ; ' and at the times 
of theae refreshings from the presence of the Lord, the 
sins of many were blotted out:' let us not say, because 
these things have been experienced in days that are 
past, that God is still in the midst of us. We ought 
to iiave present proofs, and not at all to lean to past ex- 
perience. But does the Divine Glory now crown our 
aa«erahlies ? Are we now hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness?^ and are we fed and nourished up unto 
eternal life ? Are we growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ? * and 
we we bringing forth the fruits of righ'teousness to the 
praiee and glorj' of God ?' Are we growing more dead 
to the world daily ? And do we feel a continual increase 
of attraction towards heavenly and eternal things?' 
Have we tiie victory over the world ; ■ over its cares and 
anxieties, as well as its vain allurements ? Have we the 
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TictoTy over onr tempers ? ' These are sun 
whereby to try ourselves- 

But if, on examination, tve find that, instead of t1 
being our present state and experience — our meelanf 
are cold and formal, our preachings an empty sound, 
and the living Word of the Lord ecarce amongst nfi, 
And if instead of feasting on fat things full of marrow, and 
■wines on the lees well refined,* — we have only hns^B 
eat, and by reason thereof, ate in a poor dwckrfiEh and 
unftuitful state, and have not held fast whereimto w< 
bad once attained, but have been going backward in- 
Rtead of forward, and have now less power i 
world, depraved self, and our own evil tempers, than we 
formerly had ! If then this be our deplorable case, may 
there not be some reason to fear that the candlestick will 
be removed out of its place, except we repent?' O 
my friends ! let ua not be deceived by specious appear- 
ances — an increase of numbers is no proof of an inra-eaae 
of piety : the sanctnary must be cleansed and kept deuii 
or the defilement will spread. 

It is plain, there is no remaining- stationary in re- 
ligion. We must either be going forward or we cannol 
hold fest whereunto we have attained ; either we an 
growing in grace, or we are backsliding. We must bt 
increasing in heavenly mindednees, or we are growing 
more depraved, and more carnally minded. If our re- 
ligion has not changed our hearts, and subjugated oui 
wills, <o as to produce an alteration in our tempers and 
udiipositions, it has done but little for us. Nay, may we 

V(l) Junes). ». [!) tCor.ilu, I. (SI I SBniuBliii. l. (4j 1» 
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|B bottom of the disease ? 
a inefficacious. 

I believe there is great danger in trustinfj in former 
experience ; and I fear there are many who herein mise 
their way. Because Gtod, in his infinite love and mercy, 
has been pleased, occasionally, to pour out of his Spirit, 
and fill the hearts of some with peace and joy, they have 
been induced to build too much on a former divine 
visitation, thereby overlooking the obligation to con- 
tinual watchfulness and seeking after holiness. The 
children of Israel found that the manna of to-day would 
not do for to-morrow — each day must have its freah 
supply of heavenly fond. 

We are no longer children or servants of God, than 
whilst we continue to obey him : " Hia servants ye are to 
whom ye obey."' There is, therefore, a necessity of a 
continual watching unto prayer; a continual lookiog 
Unto Christ, the light which shineth in tbe secret of the 
heart. " Look unto me, aaith the Lord, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I ana God, and 
there is none ebe,"' As we continue to look inward. 
and follow our guide, we shall not walk in darkness, 
but have the light of life.-' This lii/ht of life, or in- 
ward revelation, is " the chief corner stone."* the " gmre 
foundation,"' the rock which cannot be moved, on a'hich 
the church it built, as Christ himself Hath declared. " 

Let us then, my dear frienils, take heed that we build 
OD no other foundation than this : " For other founiia- 
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lay than that is laid, whicli h 
'hrist. ' Let 08 not build on any outward ordlnatice,. 
what are commonly called the means of grace. And ' 
■expect to be saved by attending to these. Let us nt»r 
build on our prayere, either private or public, offered 
n will and lime, for these are sandy fonn- 
dationa upon which our buildings will not stand whea 
God ariseth to shake terribly the earth ; but w 
prftv, let it always be with the Spirit and with the under- 
-taoding also, For we know not what we should pray 
we ought ; but the Spirit itself maketh. inter- 
I for us with groan ings which cannot be uttered.* 
i not build on the sayings or writings of any 
however pious or eminent. Let us not buHAi 
on the Scriptures of truth; but rather on that ur&io 
gave them forth, on that hy which holy men - 
and spoke : Let us build on Chrisl, the light un'fJUil 
and then, the foundation being sure, ourbuildinj 
stand : the rain may descend and the floods come 
the winds blow, and beat upon our house, but it wi 
not fall, because it is founded on a rock. Have we, i 
friends, been building upon this rock, this sure foundoe 
tion which cannot he moved ? Have we been buildinf 
upon that divine revelation, by which Peter said trnti 
'his master, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of fli 
living God."^ Are we then resting on this inwari 
revdation ? If so, and we continue to obey this Divia 
Teacher, then shall we be likened " unto a wise rai 
which built his house upon a rack : and the rain ( 
tended, and the floods came, and the winds blew a 

(1) ICor.lii. 11. (3) Rotu. rtii. ae, (2J Mstthtimi, 16, 
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beat upon that house; and it fell not; for it was founded 

upon a rock."' 

But if we have heen reating' on notiona aud opinions 
of our own, or on the sayings or writing-s of others, 
independent of this inward revelation— then have we 
been hearers only, and not doers of the law of Christ ; 
and are likened "unto a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand ; and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew, and heat upon that 
hoQse, and it fell : and great was the fall of it." = 

We see then, the importance of making a right 
beginning in religion; of huilding upon a sure founda- 
tion. But we are given lo understand by an apostle, 
that it is not only important to lay the foundation right; 
but says he, " Let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereon. Now if any man build upon this foundation, 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every 
man's work shall he made manifest : for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall he revealed hy fire; and the 
6re shall try every man's work, of what sort it is. If 
any man's work abide, which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be 
burnt, he shall sutler loss : but he himself shall be 
saved ; yet so as by fire."' I^et us then examine our- 
selves by this very instructive passage of Scripture. 

When we have been brought into this fiery or- 
deal, has our religion stood the test ? Have we proved 
the trath of that declaration, "When thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burnt; neither 
■hall the flame kindle upon thee r>"* If so, then there 

(l)M«lt.vil.M. (2) Matt. Til. a?. (S) 1 L'oi, iii- IS, (4) iMtuli xliii. i. 
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conclude thai we 
tile right foundation with right materials. But if, t 
the appearance of the relining fire, our religion I 
Vaniidbed away, and nothing left hat fretfulness, 
luringa, and hasty tempera — then ought we to 
elude, that we have been building with those tl 
5tat will not abide the day of this fiery visitation. 
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And now, my dear friends, to conclude. If it be 
thought by some, that I have, in this address, exceeded 
the bounds of a just rcgairement, and busied myself 
with things which do not concern me ; my answer is, 
That it is far from my intention, to force my seDtimenti 
upon any one, or in the least degree to interfere with J 
that liberty of conscience which is the indisputable righC 
of every believer under the Gospel dispensation, Noifl 
do I wish that my render should hastily credit whst^ 
stated : but I rather court inquiry ; that he should \ 
riously search and examine fur himself, aad i 
whether these things be so. In order to assist herein,. I 
I have made references to the Holy Scriptures. Pot 
quite willing to abide the test of the Scrip- 
_tures, and do allow, if any speak not according to 
because there is no light in him. 
In the remarks which I have made, it should be re- f 
lembered that they have been chiefly on m 

making them, it has been far : 
ly intention to give offence to the more aerioos t 
dttvont part of that large body of profes: 
■specially who may not have gone to the same leu) 
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H iirill worship, and walking in the light of their own 
lire, and the sparks of their own kindling, as I and some 
others have done. It has been my sincere desire, to 
encourage the humble, and check the forward, and to 
exhort all to turn rnore fully to the true Teacher within, 
that they may be leas subject to the ordinances and com- 
mandments of men ; which are at variance with that 
perfect law of liberty, which constituteth the glory of 
the latter day, or Gospel dispensation, 

A very valuable end of this my feeble attempt will be 
answered, if they to whom it applies, should, by the 
peruea! thereof, be induced to avoid those errors, and 
improprieties of conduct, which, herein have been 
pointed out; and be also stimulated to pursue that 
straightforward course to the true rest of aoul, by for- 
saking all their own works in the will of the creature, 
and by turning to the true Light within, which will lead 
into all truth, and out of all error. For I can truly 
testify, that the many deviations from a right conduct, 
(which have unhappily been my lot through a great part 
of ray poor pilgrimage) have arisen from disobedience to 
the voice of the Irve Guide, and by hearkening to the 
voice of the stranger, whereby I have been led into the 
path of error. And this has been the cause of many of 
my trials, and much of my sufferings, " Thus saith the 
Lord tliy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the 
Lord thv Gud, which teacheth thee to profit, which 
leadetli thee by the way that tliou shouldest 
that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments 
had iby peace been as a river, and thy righti 
the waves of the 
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Thus, my dear friends, have I eadeavoored to giat 

reason for my leaving your Society ; and have also aW 
tempted to hold up the standard of truth, by exalting tl 
inward teaching above all other leaching, and showing the 
inmffidency of that religion which rexUth chiefly in the 
oatward part. How far 1 have succeeded in accoropliih' 
ing these points, and thereby proving tliat I have found 
out a more excellent way, most, of course, be left to you 
to judge. But ia whatever lig-ht this communication 1>e 
received by you i vthether the Benlimenta herein given; 
he accepted or rejected : whatever effect this appeal may 
have □□ your feelings and conduct — I hope I shall have 
[the consolation arising from having aimed at doing' 
[ good. I humbly trust that 1 can say, that it hath beea 
the love of God that hath constrained me to take thi» 
step. And if it should not succeed, in accomplishing 
that for which it hath been intended — I hope I ab^ 
^tand clear, having feebly endeavoured to discharge a 
duty, which I believe to have been laid upon me. 

But, my dear friends, I am inclined to hope better 

things of you, and things that accompany salvation, 

though I have thus spoken. For J am persuaded there 

e amongst you, a sincere and tender-minded people, 

Llhose who, on account of religion, make some sacrifices, 

ind undergo some privations. To you therefore, the 

truly pious and devout, is this my humble appeal ad- 

■dressed. Receive it, my dear friends, in the same love 

a which it it, given. And that you and I may foDy 

Rtum unto, and continually fix our attention apon, /ilaf 

) divine principle of light and life which maketh its qK 

uroBce ill the secret of the heart ; that we may therebjv* 
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not only be brought to know our true state and con- 
dition; "But we all, with open face, beholding as 
in a glass, the glory of the Lord, [may be] changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord:"* and finally, when this our 
earthly pilgrimage shall be ended, we may attain unto 
that state of endless happiness, where sects and parties 
will be done away, where sorrow and sighing will cease, 
and where we shall be for ever with the Lord — is the 
sincere and fervent desire of your loving friend. 

J. S. 

Manchester. 1835. y ^ / / / / / 

(1) 2 Corinthians iii. 18. '^' ' ' ' 
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ERRATUM. 
Page 46, line 13, for "praise" read "peace." 
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